The variety of articles in this issue of IJSCC comprises two concerned with important nineteenth-century questions between Anglicans and Roman Catholics, and three covering themes relating to Christianity in China and Japan.
The condemnation of Anglican Orders as 'absolutely null and utterly void' by Pope Leo XIII in 1896 in the Bull Apostolicae curae turned much on the question of the sufficiency of the new Ordinal by which Anglicans were ordained. In Saepius officio, their response to Apostolicae curae, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York questioned whether some of the liturgical arguments could be sustained without undermining Roman Catholic ordinations also. In his important article, Joris Geldhof examines and compares the liturgical arguments used in both documents, suggesting that, at least as far as the judgement on ordination rites is concerned, it by no means leads to an unequivocal condemnation of Anglican orders. Burkhard Conrad's article on the conversion of Archdeacon Robert Isaac Wilberforce, one of the most notable theologians of the Oxford Movement, from the Church of England to the Church of Rome, turned particularly on what he came to see as an Erastian captivity of the Church of England to the secular state, confirmed in the Gorham Judgement of 1850. Conrad argues that this should remind us that the Oxford Movement needs to be seen as having both spiritual and political dimensions -Newman, after all, saw it as springing from John Keble's Assize Sermon on 'National Apostasy' in 1833, a protest against the political action of the government in reducing the number of bishoprics in the Church of Ireland.
It is good to welcome Michael Ipgrave's piece on Christianity in the world of Japan's religions -the first reflection on the Church in Japan in IJSCC. In studying the themes of reception, incorporation and separation as lenses for this theme, the author draws interesting parallels with the much longer engagement of Buddhism with Japan. As he puts it: 'their complex interaction is a helpful way of understanding the tension of inner and outer in Japanese Christian experience' .
The two articles on China are interesting additions to what IJSCC has already published in the themed issue on the Church in China (IJSCC 15, no. 4, 2015) . Professor Sven-Erik Brodd, University of Uppsala, contributes an incisive analysis of the questions for Chinese Christianity in search of an ecclesiological identity in a 'post-denominational' situation. As the author recognises, all expressions of Christianity have an ecclesiology whether that be explicit or implicit; a consideration of the operative ecclesiologies in Chinese Christianity is an important contribution to the quest for the articulation of a Chinese ecclesiology. Then Ambrose Mong, writing on the coincidence of missionary activity and the British imperialism of the opium wars of 1839-1842, explores the ambiguity of gospel preaching and opium trading going hand in hand. Both missionaries and opium traders supported the unequal treaties that Britain imposed on China at the end of the opium wars, but for very different reasons.
IJSCC has already published some important evaluations of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Agreement on Christology. In this issue David Jasper evaluates another ecumenical agreement -The Buffalo Statement of the International Commission for Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue, In the Image and Likeness of God: A Hope-filled Anthropology. Without a prior consideration and agreement about a Christian theological anthropology there cannot be adequate and serious engagement with the often sharp questions facing the churches in relation to beginning and end of life issues, and issues of gender and sexuality. It is good to be able to draw attention to this agreed statement, and to have David Jasper's critical reflection on it.
Our book reviews cover three books on death -two relating to the early centuries of the Church, and one a survey of the Jewish tradition, and, by way of contrast, a book on Methodism in British fiction since 1890.
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